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ISCF Leadership Conference is for students 
in Years 9 – 12 and exists to: 

• Grow, challenge and inspire young disciples of Christ Jesus 
through the faithful teaching and exploration of God’s word 

• Train and equip them to be leading, serving and living as 
Christians in schools 

• Provide a network of encouragement and support 

Hence under God’s hand we aim to be… 

• Building and strengthening Christian groups in schools 
across NSW 

ISCF Leadership Conference is for students in Yrs 9 -12 and forms 
part of our ongoing commitment to the development of student 
leaders. While the ISCF Conference is an individual training event, 
it also integrates with our Leadership 4:12 program. 

ISCF Leadership Conference will be an excellent opportunity 
to be equipped to better serve and glorify Christ in your school. 
It promises to be a wonderful time of fun, fellowship, and full-on 
training in leadership, evangelism and discipleship, with delegates 
from schools all over Sydney and NSW. 

A typical day at Conference will be packed with bible talks, small 
group bible studies, training seminars and electives, great night 
programs and of course…plenty of free time! With a program 
specifi cally tailored to equip you for leading your lunchtime 
Christian group at school, training seminars in the past have 
included topics such as: 

• Writing a Bible Study  

• Setting up and running a lunchtime Christian Group 

• Personal Life of a Leader  

• Writing & Giving a Bible Talk 

• Apologetics – handling tough questions 

• Using Music & Drama in ISCF…& much more! 

su: schools

“ISCF conferences shaped a 
significant part of me into the person 
I am today. The three I went to had a 
very profound effect on me and I often 
think of lessons I learnt and other fond 
memories I had at them.” Roger 

“It was an incredibly challenging, edifying 
and encouraging week and incredibly 
relevant!” Isabel 

“It is one of the greatest weeks of growth 
I’ve ever had” Edward 

“Conference for me has always been a great 
experience and a time of genuine Christian fellowship. 
In Year 12 it was a nice opportunity to get away from 
the pressure of study, although I was able to fi nd 
enough time to get some work done too.” Kylie 

“The talks were some of the most challenging and 
meaningful that I’ve ever experienced. Thanks a lot, 
I’ve learned heaps.” Eloise 

The aim is to draw positive attention to 
Christian activity in schools, and be a 
blessing to the school community. Our 
fi rst BBQ was held at Illawarra Sports 
High and was a wonderful success. 

The students were open to talking about 
SRE and the Christian activities within 
the school. The SRE teacher had the 
opportunity to connect with kids from 
her classes, as well as those who still 
do not have SRE available in their grade. 
Having the BBQ broadcast live on air is 
a real bonus; the students are excited to 

Last year Scripture Union in the Illawarra joined with a number 
of community organisations to bring a new support ministry for the 
registered ISCF groups in our region. Local Christian radio station 
94.1FM and Scripture Union have ‘piloted’ a free lunch time BBQ, 
complete with live broadcast and jumping castle. 

Now We’re Cooking 

talk on radio about SRE and the music 
provides an exciting atmosphere, not to 
mention the encouragement to those 
who support schools ministry prayerfully 
and fi nancially hearing about the ministry 
fi rst hand. 

The day was a real community effort with 
the Illawarra Action Team (“The A Team”) 
providing the incredible BBQ trailer, two 
volunteers from a local church cooking 
the BBQ (these wonderful people have 
already committed to a whole year of 
cooking for us), the generous 94.1FM 

presenters, Fun for 
Hire providing a free 
jumping castle, local business providing 
sausages and of course the Scripture 
Union Illawarra team. This year we are 
planning 10 more lunch BBQ’s. This is an 
exciting and amazing opportunity that 
God has provided for our region and 
we’re looking forward to the fruit that 
will fl ow. 

ISCF 
Leadership 
Conference
MONDAY 5 – FRIDAY 9 JULY, 2010 
BLUE GUM LODGE - SPRINGWOOD 

To register or get more information please contact the offi ce on (02) 8876 1111 / info@nsw.su.org.au. 
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FINALLY, A MINISTRY 
FULL OF HOT AIR 
In line with our aim to reach out to communities around NSW 
in an engaging, relational and relevant way, Scripture Union 
has now offi cially launched The Stadium. 

su: stadium

The Stadium is a large infl atable 
soccer fi eld that facilitates a 
day event at NSW beaches and 
regional areas. Through the 
event Scripture Union volunteers 
are able to build relationships 
with participants, connect them 
to local Christians and express 
God’s Good News, not only in 
words, but also by building 
caring relationships with them. 
It also gives Scripture Union the 
chance to promote an event that 
encourages physical activity, 
gives families the chance to 
spend time together and engages 
the local community. 

This summer The Stadium made its 
maiden voyage to the SUFM teams 
down the south coast. The events were 
a huge hit, attracting over 200 people 
on average at each location. Of course 
it’s not just about numbers, but it sure 
helps build an atmosphere conducive 
to spreading the Gospel. It was a great 
demonstration of unity and partnership 
within the Scripture Union family, showing 
those around us what it means to love 
and follow Jesus – and have some fun! 

Jon and Gemma Clipsham are the 
Directors of The Stadium mission team, 
and here are some of their thoughts and 
refl ections on the new ministry. 

Where did The Stadium
go over summer? 
We visited 10 missions in total, and were 
only rained out once! All of the missions 
were south of Sydney; Crookhaven 
Heads, Currarong , Lake Tabourie, 
Narooma, Shoalhaven Heads, Sussex 
Inlet, Conjola Entrance, Bawley Point, 
Albion Park, and Cootamundra. 

Why did you give up your time 
to run this mission? 
We love mission, it is such a great 
pleasure to see God at work in the lives of 
the people around us. We have felt really 
used by God through The Stadium. At the 
end of each day we were tired and ready 
for bed but as one team member put it 
“this is the best tired ever!”  

How did the team go? 
We had a brilliant team of 12 volunteers 
who came along with The Stadium to 
minister with the South Coast SUFM 
teams. As a group they really got 
alongside each other and the missions 
we visited. The team had a real joy in the 
work that they were doing which came 
out as an infectious love of people and 
telling them about Jesus.  

How did you see God at work 
through The Stadium? 
God is working all over The Stadium; 
from Jon and I being asked to direct it 
(when no one knew that Jon had worked 
with jumping castles in his gap year), 
the provision of an amazing team, and 
provision of the funding needed to make 
The Stadium into the professional unit that 
it is, and the provision of great weather 
– four times just as we closed the trailer 
doors after pack up it started raining.  

In terms of ministering to the people we 
meet, people come up and talk to us, they 
want to know what we are doing, how 
they can be involved and what we are all 
about. We had a stack of Mark’s Gospels 
that we were able to give out. Standing 
around watching a soccer game on a lazy 
afternoon seems to be such a great place 
to connect with people. At many of the 
missions the team commented that The 
Stadium attracted a new crowd who didn’t 
usually come along to the events they ran.  

What are some of the highlights 
of The Stadium tour? 
At Lake Conjola as we were hanging out 
with the team before set up a mighty 
black cloud came over the horizon, the 
team gathered together and prayed for 
God’s will but that the rain might not spoil 
the event. The wind changed direction 
and the cloud went sideways and around 
us before our eyes. Praise be to God! 

We got a unique overview of so many 
SUFM teams and the way that God 
works through the SUFM ministry across 
NSW. Every campsite we came to, there 
were the big tents with crowds of kids 
hanging out. Having been on team 
before I was really encouraged seeing 
campsite after campsite ministered to 
across all generations by the work of 
Scripture Union. I came away with a fresh 
understanding of the church as a body.  

Why is The Stadium 
a worthwhile ministry 
to support and be a part of? 
The Stadium is taking a new approach to 
Mission. We believe strongly in relational 
evangelism and meeting people where 
they are at, whether it’s connecting with 
them on holidays in a caravan park or 
hanging out with them on the beach or 
the local park. God has been teaching us 
to be real with people just like Jesus was; 
to listen to their stories and propose the 
Gospel rather than impose it. Along the 
way we have learnt a lot about depending 
on God; He only ever provides us with 
as many volunteers as we need, he is 
watching over our organisation and 
safety. We just need to match our desires 
with his.  

We are hoping that this year we 
will be able to partner with many 
more Christians throughout NSW in 
proclaiming the gospel. Hopefully by 
the end of the year we will be able to 
purchase another Stadium and double 
our ministry.  

At the moment we would love some more 
people to join our team throughout the 
year at various events, especially as we 
start preparing for World Cup season. 
Please pray that we would continue to 
connect people with Jesus.  
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